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Gom’ to the | ,f'fu'a{}"

YOUR LIBRARY

... dts An Amazf}zg-!nf’face

A

Are you interested in sporgs? bistory? theology? music? sclemee? art?
Hterature? econmmics? drama? fiction? languapes? world affairs® - Wl. Or may-
be the dally comicstrips? Then it's Hme vou discovered Acadin's treasure-
house: the Emerson Memorial Library, where youll find all this and leads
maure,

Sure, you know the building gl vight—the one hext to the dining. hall.
You were shown throogh it in the fall of your freshman vear and maybe you've
ventured in onee or twloe during exams

| Canadian  liernture,

"Way back in the last century, threes

years afler the University was fownd .
ed, the first eampus libeary came inti
existence, There was no special build-

"ing' for it — and noe actual need for

ot The small eellection of hooks
edme to sccupy the West Wing of the

| first eollege  building, constructed in
1834, When this burned —

twenty-
three vears lauler — the hooks (diem -
uged though they were) were salvaged,
alomg with portraits of the founders

| which had adorned the walls,

The building was resonstructed in
1879, when the library gaited poases-
siop of a large room on the second
loor. Tho books Were catalofued and
indexed, snd by 1892 the room was
open for use five afternoons a week.

By means of penerous donations,
the supplv of book:s was swiftly in-
creasing. I 1810 4 totaled 15,000 vole
umes, besides many pamphlets,

Space: for addltional pooks waz ine
deed scarce by 1915, &0 fhe prezent
building was constructed fur Hbrary
purposes anly.

Today we have a struclure that's
fire-praof, centrally-heated, apd up-
to-diute. The books pngd perindicals qre
systenatically  arranged ang ithiztrib-
med in separale rooms and compart-
ments pecording Lo content,

On the wmain floor are Ywo reading

Toomisl one, thie periodies)] Taom. oh
the left of the entrance, ang the
OLner, the reference room; om . the

right, where an index of the library's
chiel contents may e found,

Indexing takes two fofmis — twe|

Libtary of Congress systen and the
Dewey Declmal system, Perlodicals pre
now filed In & new Kardex Indes.

A passagewsy  Lehind
desk at the entranes leads to stacks
of ageorted books, arranged alphabet-

Pically, At one énd the ordering, ngme-

bering nnd cRlAloguiny of new books
tiakes place: |

Winding stalrs lead up to o secomd |

HNoor of stacked books similar Lo the
first, and stretehing from end Lo end,
I vou stop for & mingle you'll he
there for an hour, But perhaps you're
lookivg  specifically  for something
Canadian.  Jpst follow the winding
stairs. They'll take ¥ou to a gate bear-
ing the mseriplion “The Fric It Dennis
Collection of Canadiang ke bBevonid
which lies a vast conglomeration of
It's  ahsolutely
fascinating! And if you've a spark of
interest al all in any aspect of Canada
cos well, it's right there gt your fingep-
tips, bechkoning,

EBut the material 15 not all copeen-
trated In the upper regions, The bags-
ment Iz divided inte o large reading
room, a “graduste room® contalning
information on music and art. ‘@ lib-
rary seienee rosm, and & room full of
special Baptist and Acadia material
A store room, which used to house thoe
furnace, now is stacked with duplicate
materinl.

Well, its time you got wegualnted,

Above the main floor, In the ex-
treme fronl of the bullding, the per-

iocicals: dre kept untll sént to the
binders.
There are  probably some on Lhe

campus who have wondered just what
is the long narrow building eonnected
to the library by an indoor passage-
way. This s known as the annex,
which, during the wuar, was used for a
study room. It has since acguired a
number of additional shelves and is
new strictly confined to the storing of
books and supplies,

All this would geem to add up to &
pretey big collection, Tt does, tao: over
IT000 Bpoks and more than 300 per-
lodieals,  which include everything
from the latest {ssue of Tiwe Lo to-
day's newsnaper.

You ean guess how much work goes
into keeping cverything in the right
places, ordering, cataloguing and ‘in-
dexing, continuvally revising and re-
arranging, and above ull — keeplng
everybody happy. This is where our
librarians come inte the picture. The
present stuff comprises Mr. H, W.
Ganong (head lbrarian), Mrs, Jessie
Richards, Miss Awnnie MeKay, Mre
Grace Murray, and Mr, John Swetten-
ham.  IL §3 to them we owe much
gratitide fur efficiency and patience.

They are assisted part-time by five
shidents, whe put hooks away, keep
the stacks in order und look after the
branch librarles — hiology, chemistry,
geology, home cconomices, mathematios,
music and physics. Al Baker, Barhara
Beck, Gertrude Pitcher, Hoss Graves
and Lee Beach have the positions this
sear. As {he senior stndents are graduy-

i Lating, openings will be avallable next
the " g¢entral |

year for three undergraduntes,
ferably sophomores,

An M.A. student s emploved each
¥ear as linvarian for snother section
of the library located in Faculty Hall
This; the Willam Inglis Morse Lib-
rarv¥, is a huge coliection of books
donated by itz namesake, an Acadiz
alumnus, in 19206, Miss Anna Hamilton
is" now superyvisor,

This libravy comprises the best of
the standard reference hools (about
2,000 volumes) with the most import-
ant recent publications in the fields
of philosophy, religlon, history, sclence,

pre-

| edueation, archaecology, Mterature, the

fine sris, besides mavy old and rare
nooks of unigue value,

The Emersen Memorizl Library, too,
containg many priceless gems and its
range of materinl is truly remarkable,
The oldest book, “The Nuremhberg
Chronicle™ printed in Germany in 1453
is u history of mankind from Creation
to the anthors time, Every issue of
Harper's magazine from 1850 is
stacked on {he shelves. A complete set
of Everyman's Library—788 volumes—
was doenated in 1929 by the Honorzhle
. B HBennett. The Hbrary's Thomas
Burton Haliburlon collection is the
bhest in Canada. And so il goes.



