Where the Wild Things Are: Inquiry and Information Literacy

What is Inquiry?
Inquiry is a dynamic process of being open to wonder and puzzlement and coming to know and understand the world.  As such, it is a stance that pervades all aspects of life and is essential to the way in which knowledge is created.  Inquiry is based on the belief that understanding is constructed in the process of people working and conversing together as they pose and solve the problems, make discoveries and rigorously testing the discoveries that arise in the course of shared activity.  Inquiry is a systematic investigation or study into a worthy question, issue, problem or idea.  It is the type of work that those working in living disciplines actually undertake to create or build knowledge.  Therefore, inquiry involves serious engagement and investigation and the active creation and testing of new knowledge.

Galileo Educational Network (http://www.galileo.org/inquiry-what.html)

“Inquiry begins in some kind of doubt, ‘a situation that is ambiguous, that presents a dilemma, that proposes alternatives.’

 Dewey, John (1933) How We Think.
Characteristics of Inquiry
· Inquiry is question driven -not topic driven, not descriptive, not solution oriented, not editorial, not thesis driven. 

· Means that student is the best judge of what questions he or she needs to explore to make sense of the information before them.  

· Requires a good, robust question should have no ready, or single, answer but should require critical thinking and reflect a genuine desire to find out
· Theorizing and considering evidence is considered more important than a ‘right answer’

· All ideas are okay to share; ideas are discussed for their explanatory potential, ability to solve the problem as opposed to being called ‘good’, ‘bad, ‘right’, or ‘wrong.’

· Requires that students must DO something, be engaged in activities that help them build understanding.  

· Requires that students are actively seeking connections and grappling with ideas 

· Role of the teacher if to scaffold student’s building of understanding by asking guiding questions and providing opportunities for certain experiences

· Purposes of inquiries are not fixed – they change and are shaped by the deepening understandings that emerge

· Requires helping students to push beyond the obvious and seek unusual ideas, to see other points of view, to look for opposites, things that are contrary, to challenge assumptions, to explore new territory and go beyond the boundaries

· Provides opportunities for learner to learn how knowledge is created in different disciplines and what it means ‘to know’ in these disciplines – the epistemology of the field

· Provides opportunities for reflection

Conditions for inquiry 
1. Teacher and student accept vulnerability and see it as a necessary part of a real learning.

2. Teacher and student experience a sense of real community in their learning.

3. Teacher and student insist that their learning be generative; that is, it must lead to further insights, connections, and action.

4. Teacher and student demand democracy, insisting that all voices be heard.
5. Teacher and student recognize that inquiry is reflexive; they see themselves and each other as instruments for their own learning.
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