Where the Wild Things Are: Inquiry and Information Literacy

Self Reflection
Think about one of your own instruction sessions.  Where does your instruction fall on this continuum?
	Activities
	Inquiry

	Content is determined in advance by teacher -------------------------
 
	Content arises from the students’ questions



	Has a predetermined outcome  ------------------------------------------
	Fosters unanticipated outcomes


	Instructional goals focused on content --------------------------------- knowledge and skill development
	Priority is given to instructional goals such as critical thinking, conceptual understanding and the ‘big ideas’


	Teacher delivers the content, --------------------------------------------

primarily through lectures 
	Students actively engage in constructing their own knowledge by trying to make personal sense of the concepts they encounter



	Instructions are clear and convergent ----------------------------------
	Instructions are open to several interpretations


	Teacher is the primary source -------------------------------------------

 of the information 
	Teacher guides student work through questions, listening and observation


	Students interact with each ----------------------------------------------

other infrequently 

	Students engage with each other as a community of learners


	Students ask questions for  ----------------------------------------------

clarification or procedure
	Students reflect on their own experiences, and design ways toward further understanding and reflection

	During instruction, information -----------------------------------------

presented is often conclusion-based
	During instruction, alternative arguments are presented and often are evaluated and compared by students

	Assessment rarely varies and  -------------------------------------------

 occurs  at the end of the event
	Multiple forms of assessment are used throughout the class that give feedback to both teacher and students


